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INTRODUCTION

Learning Italian is not only fun, it is good for your brain! From birth to age 10 children can 
learn several languages with ease. Studies have shown that children who learn a second 
language at an early age rank higher on standardized tests than monolingual children.  

Here are some fun facts about the Italian language: 

1.	 Italian is spoken by 85 million people in the world. Italian is the first language of some 
65 million speakers residing in the European Union and the second language of another 
15 million people worldwide.

2.	 Italian is the fifth-most studied language in the United States. Most United States 
students learn a foreign language during their college or high school years, and Italian 
is one of the most popular. Today, nearly 700,000 Americans speak Italian, with the 
majority residing in New York City, Los Angeles, Chicago, and San Francisco.

3.	 The  longest  word  in  the  italian  dictionary  has  30  letters!   The word  
“psiconeuroendocrinoimmunologia” refers to the study of the nervous system and
means “in a way like someone or something that acts very hastily”. 

4.	 Italian is the universal language of music, especially classical music. Many composers 
and musicians, especially during the Renaissance, hailed from the Italian peninsula. 
Musical terms like a cappella, maestro, orchestra, crescendo and soprano are Italian 
words.



5.	 The first text in Italian is 1000 years old. At the dawn of the thirteenth century, a 
plethora of literature, and especially poems, were published in Italian. The first vernacular 
texts that resemble what we now recognize as the Italian language date from the years 
960–963 AD”.

6.	 Italian became the official language of Italy when the country was unified in 1861.  At 
the time of Italy’s unification only 3-5 percent of Italians spoke what is now considered 
“standard” Italian, which is based on a regional Tuscan language. Writer Dante Alighieri 
and the scholar Francesco Petrarca were influential in making the regional language of 
Tuscany the national language of Italy.

Here are some songs, games, and exercises that introduce elementary school students 
to the Italian language.
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La Zia di Forlì
A Music and Dance Activity for Grades K-2

INSTRUCTIONS:  Explain to students that this is a dance song about a silly aunt from 
Forlì (a small town in Italy) who makes funny motions when she dances. Each verse 
talks about her moving a different part of her body. Teach children the vocabulary and 
pronunciation using the links below and then play the video.  Encourage students to sing 
and dance along with the music.

VOCABULARY AND PRONUNCIATION LINKS:
foot = piede
knee = ginocchio
arm = braccio
head = testa

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVS4FIcFUmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cL4xUxvJgCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlb6XpN6tAg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skrj203AgRM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhA_aVCThtk


Il Coccodrillo come fa? 
A Music & Dance Activity for Grades K-2

INSTRUCTIONS:  Explain to students that this is a song that asks “What sound does a 
crocodile make?”.  It recounts various sounds that animals make, including cats, dogs, 
cows and frogs, but what sound does the crocodile make? Before playing the video, 
teach children the vocabulary using the links provided so they can sing and dance along 
to the song.

VOCABULARY AND PRONUNCIATION LINKS:
dog = cane
cat = gatto	
donkey = asinello
cow = mucca
frog = rana
sheep = pecora
crocodile = coccodrillo
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v12UhIjJ-r4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_MwuPHEUCs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-W04dRCv1E
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/asinello
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/mucca
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/rana
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/pecora
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/coccodrillo


Testa Spalle Ginocchia e Piedi
A Music and Dance Activity for  Grades K-2 
(Italian version of “Head Shoulders Knees & Toes” song)

INSTRUCTIONS: Teach students the body parts in Italian using the pronunciation links 
below and then have them sing the song in Italian using the same movements and 
melody as Head Shoulders Knees and Toes.

VOCABULARY AND PRONUNCIATION LINKS:
Head = Testa
Shoulders = Spalle
Knees = Ginocchia
Toes = Piedi
Eyes = Occhi
Ears = Orecchie
Mouth = Bocca
Nose = Naso
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZoVkw0BCRM
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/testa
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/spalle
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/ginocchia
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/piedi
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/occhi
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/orecchie
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/bocca
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/naso
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PINOCCHIO PUPPET MAKING 

An Arts, Literacy and Language Activity
for Grades K-4 
MATERIALS NEEDED:
- colored construction paper
- scissors (for kids)
- pencils 
- glue sticks
- tacky glue
- paint or washable markers
- red felt

VOCABULARY AND PRONUNCIATION LINKS:
Puppet = Burattino  

Face = Faccia

Nose = Naso 

Eyes = Occhi 

Mouth = Bocca 

Scissors = Forbici

Pencil = Matita 

Glue = Colla 

Paint = Pittura 			 

Markers = Pennarelli 

Felt = Feltrini

https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/burattino
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/naso
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/occhi
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/bocca
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/forbici
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/matita
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/colla
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/pittura
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/english-spanish/pennarelli
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/english-italian/feltrini


INSTRUCTIONS:

1.	 Print and cut out provided templates (and a few extra). There should be a face 
template and a handle template for each student.

2. 	Cut out 3” x 5” rectangles of red felt

3.	 Students glue each template onto construction paper and cut around the outline.

4.	 Students fold the puppet handle into three.

5.	 Students cut Pinocchio’s face under the nose into two pieces.

6.	 Students glue the chin to the bottom extremity of the handle and glue the head to the 
top part of the handle, leaving the middle to be held by the student’s hand.	

7.	 Students glue on the red felt tongue and the nose.

8.	 Students color or paint the puppet.
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PINOCCHIO PUPPET MAKING ACTIVITY:
FACE TEMPLATE
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PINOCCHIO PUPPET MAKING ACTIVITY: 
HANDLE TEMPLATE
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Italian Vocabulary for the Classroom 

Matching Game 
(Grades 3-8)

INSTRUCTIONS:  Print and cut out classroom labels below.  Put double sided tape on the 
back of each label and affix them to the corresponding feature or item in the classroom.  

LAVAGNA LIBRO

SCAFFALE PORTA

FINESTRA QUADERNO

MATITA SCRIVANIA
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SEDIA SCHERMO

CESTINO AULA

STUDENTE INSEGNANTE

MERENDA ZAINO
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VOCABULARY AND PRONUNCIATION LINKS:

Use these links to teach classroom vocabulary words and their pronunciation. Allow 
students to become familiar with the words over a few days.  Reinforce the new vocabulary 
by incorporating the words into sentences and encouraging students to do the same, i.e., 
“The matita is by the finestra; “Put your trash in the cestino.”  Then collect the signs and 
divide students into two or more teams. Taking turns, ask each team to place the signs 
one at a time at the corresponding location.  Whichever team places the most signs in 
the correct locations wins.

Classroom = Aula  

Student = Studente 

Teacher = Insegnante  

Snack = Merenda

Backpack = Zaino 

Board = Lavagna

Book = Libro

Door = Porta 

Shelf  = Scaffale 

Window = Finestra  

Notebook = Quaderno 

Pencil = Matita  

Desk = Scrivania 

Chair = Sedia 

Screen = Schermo  

Trash can = Cestino 

https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/aula
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/studente
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/insegnante
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/merenda
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/zaino
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/lavagna
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/libro
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/porta
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/scaffale
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/finestra
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/finestra
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/matita
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/scrivania
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/sedia
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/schermo
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/cestino
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Ruba Bandiera 
A Movement and Number Learning Activity in the Italian 
Language for Grades K-4

“Ruba bandiera,” or  “capture the flag”  is a game that teaches students numbers in the 
Italian language. It is best played outdoors. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Teach students number one to ten using the Italian Numbers Song 
video and pronunciation guide below. Divide students into two teams and have them 
line up parallel to one another facing the same direction. The teams must have an equal 
number of participants. Assign each participant a number. Have the teacher or leader 
stand in front of the lines holding a flag or scarf in their hand. As the teacher calls out a 
number in Italian, the students assigned that number race to steal the flag and run back 
to their spot in line before their opponent tags them or steals the flag. Whichever team 
catches the flag the most times wins.
 

1	 Uno [OOH-noh]

2	 Due  [DOOH-eh] 

3	 Tre [TREH]

4	 Quattro  [KWAHT-troh]

5	 Cinque [CHEEN-kweh] 

6	 Sei  [SEY] 

7	 Sette  [SEHT-teh]

8	 Otto [OHT-toh]

9	 Nove  [NOH-veh]

10	 Dieci [DYEH-chee]

http://Italian Numbers Song
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Il Capo Comanda Colore (The Boss Commands 
the Color) 
A Movement and Color Learning Activity in the Italian 
Language for Grades 3-8  

INSTRUCTIONS:
First, teach students the names of colors and their pronunciation using the links below:

black = nero

white = bianco

red = rosso

orange = arancio

yellow = giallo

green - verde

blue - azzurro

purple = viola

pink = rosa

brown = marrone

Next, teach them the command phrase:

 “Il capo/la capa comanda ….’ [EEL-CAH-POH COH-MAHN-DAH] which means “The 
boss orders the color _______.”  

After the students have learned the colors in Italian and the command phrase, ask them 
to stand along the perimeter of the classroom.  The teacher will begin as “Il capo/la capa” 
by saying the command phrase adding the Italian word at the end of the color of their 
choosing.  The students need to then run to touch something in the room of that color.  
Then the students can take turns being “Il capo/la capa” until all of the colors have been 
called.

https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/nero
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/bianco
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/rosso
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/arancio
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/giallo
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/verde
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/azzurro
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/viola
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/rosa
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/marrone


mela

bistecca

insalata
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Food Flashcards 
Literacy activity: Learning the Names of Foods in Italian for 
Grades 2-5

INSTRUCTIONS: Print the images below and distribute them to students. Use the links 
to teach vocabulary and pronunciation. Have students create flashcards by cutting each 
image and word horizontally and folding them in half down the middle. Use these flash-
cards to have students test each other and compete for who has learned the most words:

https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/mela
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/bistecca
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/insalata
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biscotti

latte

pane

formaggio

https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/biscotti
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/latte
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/pane
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/formaggio
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cipolla

pomodoro

panino

fragola

https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/cipolla
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/italian-english/pomodoro
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/panino
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/fragola
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torta

zuppa

uva

formaggio

https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/torta
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/zuppa
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/uva
https://en.bab.la/pronunciation/italian/formaggio
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Literacy Activity: Learning the Names of Articles of Clothing in 
Italian - Word Match for grades 2-8

INSTRUCTIONS: The class watches video together and practices pronunciation. At the 
end of the video students can be quizzed on the word and the pronunciation. Then they 
can complete the word match activity.

1.	 CLOTHING Video Link: Learn Italian - Italian Clothing Vocabulary

WORD BANK:

Camicia 		 Calza		  Giacca	     Gonna

Vestito		 Pantaloni		 Maglione	     Scarpa

Cappotto		 Cintura

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQ1ws_UtWQA
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___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________



___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________
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___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Page 23 • Parli Italiano?



Page 24 • Parli Italiano?

Literacy Activity: Learning the Names of Animals in Italian 
Word Match for Grades 3-8

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Show this video to students. After students have practiced pronunciation with the video 
distribute the word match worksheet:

 WORD BANK:

cane 		  gatto			  uccello	          pesce	
cavallo		  mucca		  bue			   toro		
pecora 		  capra			  gallina		  gallo		
coniglio		  tacchino	  	 pulcino		  maiale         
oca			   pappagallo		 canarino

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvVkVIbdE-k
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______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________



CALIFORNIA EDUCATION CONTENT STANDARDS 
Communication Standard 1: Interpretive Communication

WL.CM1.N Novice Demonstrate understanding of the general meaning and some basic information 
on very familiar common daily topics. Recognize memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences in 
authentic texts that are spoken, written, or signed. 

Communication Standard 2: Interpersonal Communication

WL.CM2.N Novice Participate in real-world, spoken, written, or signed conversations on very familiar 
topics. Use memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences, and questions in highly predictable 
common daily settings. 

Communication Standard 3: Presentational Communication

WL.CM3.N Novice Present information in culturally appropriate ways on very familiar common daily 
topics using memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences through spoken, written, or signed lan-
guage. Use the most suitable media and technologies to present and publish. 

Communication Standard 4: Settings for Communication  

WL.CM4.N Novice Recognize opportunities to use age-appropriate, culturally authentic, real-world, 
and academic language in highly predictable common daily settings within target-language communi-
ties in the United States and around the world. 

Communication Standard 5: Receptive Structures in Service of Communication 

WL.CM5.N Novice Demonstrate understanding of words, phrases (signs and fingerspelling in ASL), 
and simple sentences on very familiar common daily topics. Use orthography, phonology, ASL param-
eters, and very basic sentence-level elements (morphology and/or syntax). 

Communication Standard 6: Productive Structures in Service of Communication 

WL.CM6.N Novice Communicate about very familiar common daily topics using words and phrases 
(signs and fingerspelling in ASL), and simple sentences. Use orthography, phonology or ASL param-
eters, and very basic sentence-level elements (morphology and/or syntax).

Communication Standard 7: Language Comparisons in Service of Communication 

WL.CM7.N Novice Identify similarities and differences in the orthography, phonology, ASL parameters, 
and very basic sentence-level elements (morphology and/or syntax) of the languages known.

Cultures Standard 1: Culturally Appropriate Interaction  

WL.CL1.N Novice Use age-appropriate gestures and expressions in very familiar, common daily set-
tings. 

Cultures Standard 4: Intercultural Influences
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WL.CL4.N Novice Identify cultural borrowings. 

Connections Standard 1: Connections to Other Disciplines

WL.CN1.N Novice Acquire, exchange, and present information primarily in the target language about 
very familiar common daily elements of life and age-appropriate academic content across disciplines.


